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FOR: IBS lOR IPS, CINCPAC FOR USICA ADVISOR 

EO 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: PANAMA CANAL TREATY MEDIA REACTION 

1 . THE NEW ZEALAND "HERALD ", APRIL 20 COMMENTED IN ITS 
FIRST EDITORIAL, UNDER THE HEADING "PANAMA WITHOUT 
AMERICANS": 

2. "THE DECISION BY THE UNITED STATES SENATE TO APPROVE 
THE TRANSFER OF THE PANAMA CANAL TO PANAMA REPRESENTS 
A MAJOR AND HISTORIC MOMENT IN THE HISTORY OF ONE OF THE 
WORLD'S MAJOR TRADE ROUTES. OUTSIDERS SHOULD NOT UNDER- 
ESTIMATE BOTH THE PUBLIC WRENCH AND THE POLITICAL STRESSES 
INVOLVED IN MAKING THE CHANGE. 

3 . "FOR THE TRADING NATIONS OF THE WORLD, THE MAIN 
CONCERN WILL BE THAT THE CANAL REMAINS IMPARTIALLY OPEN TO 
ALL, AS IT HAS DONE UNDER UNITED STATES CONTROL. THAT 

IS ALSO A PRIME POINT FOR THE UNITED STATES ITSELF, AND A 
TREATY FOR THE NEUTRALITY AND OPERATION OF THE CANAL, 

PASSED LAST MONTH, PROVIDES THAT BOTH COUNTRIES WILL ENSURE 
THAT THE CANAL REMAINS OPEN AND SECURE TO SHIPS OF ALL 
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NATIONS. 

4. "UNFORTUNATELY, THE SENATE SAW FIT TO TAG THE 
NEUTRALITY TREATY WITH A PROVISION WHICH SEEMED TO CLAIM 
FOR THE UNITED STATES A PERPETUAL RIGHT TO BREACH THE 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF PANAMA. BEFORE PASSING THE SEC- 
OND, OR TRANSFER, TREATY, THE SENATE BACKPEDALLED BY DIS- 
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CLAIMING ANY RIGHT OF INTERVENTION IN THE INTERNAL AEEAIRS 
OE PANAMA. 

5. "EOR MR CARTER, THE PASSAGE OE THE TREATY, EVEN IF 
BY A WHISKER, IS A MUCH-NEEDED POLITICAL BOOST. 

WASHINGTON WITS HAD RECENTLY SAID THAT HE WAS LOOKING LIKE 
A ONE-TERM PRESIDENT AND THAT PEOPLE WERE ASKING WHEN THE 
TERM WOULD BEGIN. HE HAS NOW SHOWN THAT HE IS WILLING 
AND ABLE TO MUSTER VOTES AT LEAST IN SOME CAUSES. PERHAPS 
HIS SUCCESS WITH THE CANAL AND HIS VOW THIS WEEK TO ' DO 
THINGS BETTER" WILL MARK A TURNING POINT FOR HIS ADMIN- 
ISTRATION." ANDERSON 
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